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[Q]: Our Shaykh – may Allaah preserve you – there is a question circulating amongst the
students of knowledge, and it is: Is it a condition when declaring tabdee’ (declaring
someone an innovator)upon the one who has fallen into an innovation, or innovations,
that one must establish the proof upon him in order to declare him as such? Or is that not
stipulated as a condition? Benefit us, may Allaah reward you.

[A]: With the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy. The praise is for
Allaah, and may peace and salutations be upon the Messenger of Allaah, upon his Family,
his Companions and all those who follow his guidance. To proceed:

So it is well known about Ahlus-Sunnah that they do not perform takfeer upon the one who
falls into an affair of disbelief until they have established the proof upon him. As for the
one who falls into an innovation, then the case is of various categories:

The First Category: The people of innovation, such as the Rawaafid,1 the Khawaarij,2 the
Jahmiyyah,3 the Qadariyyah,4 the Mu’tazilah,5 the gave-worshipping Soofiyyah, the Murji‘ah6

1 Raafidah: The Raafidah (the rejecters) are an extreme sect of the Shee’ah who rejected Zayd Ibn ’Alee Ibnul-
Husayn due to his refusal to condemn Aboo Bakr and ’Umar (radiyallaahu ’anhumaa). They rapidly
deteriorated in ’aqeedah, morals and Religion - until the present day where their beliefs are those represented
by the Ithnaa ’Ashariyyah Shee’ah of ’Iraan. From their false beliefs are: declaring all but three or five of the
Companions to be disbelievers, the belief that their imaams have knowledge of the Unseen past, present and
future, considering the imaamah to be one of the main pillars of eemaan (faith) and the incompleteness of the
Qur‘aan. Refer to: Maqaalaatul-Islaamiyyeen (l/65), al-Farq Baynal-Firaq (no.21) of ’Abdul-Qaadir al-Baghdaadee
and Talbees Iblees (p. 94-100) of Ibnul-Jawzee.
2 Khawaarij: The Khawaarij were the first sect in Islaam to split from the way of the Prophet (sallallaahu
’alayhi wa sallam) and his Companions. They arose in the khilaafah of ’Alee, making khurooj (rebellion) against
him, before the arbitration between him and Mu’aawiyah (radiyallaahu ’anhumaa). From their false ’aqeedah
(beliefs) is: allowing rebellion against the legitimate Muslim ruler whether pious or wicked, and declaring a
Muslim to be a kaafir (disbeliever) due to commission of a major sin. They were described by the Prophet
(’alayhis-salaam) as the dogs of the Hell-Fire. Refer to: Maqaalaatul-Islaamiyyeen (l/168) of Abul-Hasan al-
Ash’aree, al-Bidaayah (8/22-44) of Ibn Katheer and Fathul-Baaree (12/282-302) of Ibn Hajr.
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and those that are connected to them, such as the Ikhwaan, the Tableegh and those who are
similar to them. So the Salaf did not stipulate a condition to establish the proof upon
these ones in order to establish the ruling of innovation upon them. So it is said about the

3 Jahmiyyah: They ascribe themselves to Jahm Ibn Safwaan as-Samarqandee. And he is the one who
manifested negation of the Attributes, ta’teel (denial) and other than that from the abaateel (false
understandings). Indeed, he took that from al-Ja’d Ibn Dirham, and he was the one who took that chain of
understanding from a filthy Jew.
Indeed, Ja’d Ibn Dirham was killed by Khaalid al-Qasree in the year 124H, in Waasit. So Jahm succeeded
him in Khuraasaan. So he manifested his statements there, and the people followed him upon that. After
that, he abandoned the Prayer for forty days because he doubted in his Lord. Indeed, Jahm was killed in
Khuraasaan. He was killed by Salm Ibn Ahwaz al-Maazinee, during the end of the rule of Banee Umayyah.
However, his statements had flourished amongst the people. So these statements did not cease to remain
strong amongst the people and multiply, not to mention during the time of al-Ma‘moon.
And from the fabrications of Jahm and his followers are that Paradise and the Fire shall pass away, that
eemaan is ma’rifah (knowledge) only, that kufr is jahl (ignorance) only, that no one performs an action in truth
besides Allaah alone, that the actions of the people can only be attributed to them metaphorically, that the
knowledge that Allaah possesses has newly come about and other than that from the abaateel (false views)
whose misguidance and heresy is not hidden. And along with his misguidance that we have mentioned, Jahm
used to carry a weapon and fight the ruler. Indeed, how beautiful is the statement of the poet,

‘I am amazed at a Shaytaan who calls the people openly;
to the Fire. And his name as been derived from: Jahannam.’

Refer to Sharhul-’Aqeedatit-Tahaawiyyah (p. 522-524), al-Milal wan-Nihal (1/86-88) of ash-Shahrastaanee and al-
Farq baynal-Firaq (p. 128) of al-Baghdaadee.
4 Qadariyyah: The Qadariyyah are the followers of Ma’bad Ibnul-Juhanee, and from their false beliefs are: that
Allaah has no prior knowledge of anything until it come into existence; that it is people and not Allaah who
are the creators of their own actions, denying ’aqeedah in the punishment of the grave, and denying that the
authentic hadeeth is an evidence for the ’aqeedah, unless it is related in mutawaatir form. Refer to al-Milal wan-
Nihal (l/72) of ash-Shahrastaanee and Sawnul-Mantaq wal-Kalaam (p. 160) of as-Suyootee.
5 Mu’tazilah: It is a sect that appeared in the later part of the second century when ’Amr Ibn ’Ubayd and
Waasil Ibn ’Ataa‘ abandoned (i’tazala) the Jamaa’ah after the death of al-Hasan al-Basree (d.110H). Indeed,
these people established their madhhab upon five basic principles, they were: [i] justice (al-’adl); [ii] Tawheed;
[iii] implementing the threat (of Allaah); [v] a level between two levels (for the one who has committed a
major sin); [vi] enjoining the good and prohibiting the evil. In these principles, they mixed truth with
falsehood. Such is the affair with all of the innovators.
They are mushabbihah (anthropomorphists) with regards to the actions (af’aal), since they bound the actions of
Allaah the Exalted upon the actions of His servants. And they made the goodness that is performed by His
servants the goodness that is from Him, and whatever of despicableness occurs from His servants is His
despicableness. They would say that it is obligatory to do such and such, and it is not permissible to do such
and such, basing that upon their corrupt qiyaas (analogical deduction). According to them, Tawheed was from
the intellectual principles, which do not recognize the texts, except as a secondary source. So when they do
seek proof of that with textual evidence, then they only mention it as supporting evidence, not something to
be relied upon. So the Mu’tazilah possess many heresies. And amongst them were those who were misguided
in their efforts in the life of this world, yet they reckon that their works are good. Refer to al-Milal wan-Nihal
(1/43-46), Sharhul-’Aqeedatit-Tahaawiyyah (p. 521-522), al-Burhaan fee Ma’rifah ’Aqaa‘id Ahlil-Adyaan (p. 27) and
Dhikr Madhaahibil-Firaq (p. 49) of al-Yaafi’ee.
6 Murji‘ah: The Murji‘ah are those who reject that actions are a part of eemaan (faith), and they say that
eemaan is affirmation of the heart and statement of the tongue only. The extreme from amongst them limit
eemaan to belief of the heart only. They also deny that eemaan increases and decreases. Refer to al-Maqaalaat
(l/214) and al-Farq Baynal-Firaq (p. 202).
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Raafidee7 that he is an innovator (mubtadi’). And it is said about the Khaarijee that he is an
innovator and so on, regardless of whether the proof has been established upon them or
not.

The Second Category: The one who is from amongst Ahlus-Sunnah and he falls into a clear
innovation, such as the statement that the Qur‘aan is created, or al -Qadr (divine pre-
Decree), or the view of the Khawaarij and other than them. So this one is to be declared
an innovator, and this is what the Salaf used to do.

So the likes of that has come from Ibn ’Umar (radiyallaahu ’anhumaa), when he was asked
about the Qadariyyah, so he said, “So when you encounter them, then inform them that I
am free from them and they are free from me.”8

Stated Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah (d.728H) – rahimahullaah, “So the path of the Salaf
and the Imaams was that they guarded the correct meanings known within the Sharee’ah
and the sound intellect. And they would also guard the Sharee’ah terminology. So they
would acknowledge with this whatever they found as a means for that. And whosoever
spoke with whatever contains within it falsehood that opposes the Book and the Sunnah,
then they would refute him. And whosoever spoke with an innovated wording, which
carried both truth and falsehood, then they would attribute him to the innovation as well.
And they would say: Indeed, innovation is only succeeded by innovation and falsehood
only retrieves more falsehood.”9

I say: In this text is a clarification of great and important affairs that the Salafus-Saalih
traversed upon in order to preserve their true Religion and to protect it against the
calamities of innovations and errors. From them:

[1]: They sternly warned against innovations and they guarded the correct wordings and
meanings that were well known by the Sharee’ah and the sound intellect. So they would
not express anything – as much as possible – except with the wordings of the Sharee’ah.
And they would not apply them, except upon correct Sharee’ah meanings, which had been
affirmed by the Sharee’ah of Muhammad (sallallaahu ’alayhi wa sallam).

[2]: They were custodians and protectors of the Religion. So whosoever spoke with speech
that contained a false meaning, which opposed the Book and the Sunnah , then they would
refute him. And whosoever spoke with an innovated wording, carrying both truth and
falsehood, then they would attribute him to the innovation, even if he used to refute the
people of falsehood. And they used to say that innovation is only succeeded by another
innovation, and falsehood retrieves more falsehood. They would do this, even if the

7 The Raafidee , or other than him; if he performs takfeer upon the all of the Companions or the majority of
them, or he performs tafseeq (declaring someone a disobedient sinner) all of them or the majority of them,
then he is a disbeliever.
8 Related by Muslim (no. 8).
9 Refer to Dar‘ut-Ta’aarudil-’Aql wan-Naql (1/254) of Ibn Taymiyyah.
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refuter was from amongst the nobles of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah. And they did not used
to say, and they will never say, that his general statements have to be carried in light of his
specific statements, because we know that he is from amongst Ahlus-Sunnah.

Stated Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah (d.728H) after mentioning that this was the path of
the Salaf and the Imaams, “And from amongst these well known stories is that which has
been mentioned by al-Khallaal (d.311H) in the book, as-Sunnah10 and it has been related by
other than him11 as well concerning the issue of al-lafdh (statement) and al-jabr
(compulsion).”

I say: He – rahimahullaahu ta’aalaa – is alluding to where the Imaams of the Sunnah
performed tabdee’ (declaring someone an innovator) upon those who say, ‘My utterance of
the Qur‘aan is created,’ because this statement carries both truth and falsehood. And the
case is likewise with the term, ‘al-jabr,’ it carries both truth and falsehood. And Shaykhul-
Islaam mentioned that the Imaams, such as al-Awzaa’ee (d.157H), Ahmad Ibn Hanbal
(d.241H) and their likes used to oppose the two groups who either negated that or
affirmed it.

And he – rahimahullaah – said, “And az-Zubaydee, Sufyaan ath-Thawree (d.167H), ’Abdur-
Rahmaan Ibn Mahdee (d.198H) and other than them held an unrestricted objection to al-
jabr. And al-Awzaa’ee, Ahmad and other than them said, “Whosoever speaks of al-jabr,
then he has erred. And whosoever does not speak of al-jabr, then he has erred as well.
Rather, it must be said that Allaah guides whomsoever He wills, and He misguides
whomsoever He wills and the likes of that.”

And they said that al -jabr does not have an origin in the Book and the Sunnah. Indeed, the
only word that appears in the Sunnah is al -jabl (natural inclination), the word al-jabr does
not appear. So it has been confirmed from the Prophet (sallallaahu ’alayhi wa sallam) that
he said to Ashajj ’Abdul-Qays, “Indeed, you have two characteristics that Allaah loves:
forbearance (al -hilm) and perseverance (al-anaa‘ah).” So he said, “Are these characteristics
that I was created with, or are they characteristics that I am naturally inclined towards
(jubiltu ’alayhimaa)?” So he said, “Rather, you are naturally inclined towards them.” So he
said, “The praise is for Allaah who made me naturally inclined towards these two
characteristics that He loves.”12

And they said that the term ‘al-jabr’ is a general term.” Then he (Ibn Taymiyyah) clarified
that this term could be expressed with a true expression or with a false expression, and he
brought examples for each category from them. Then he said, “So the Imaams prohibited
speaking unrestrictedly with a statement of affirmation for the term al-jabr, or

10 Refer to as-Sunnah (5/129-141) of Aboo Bakr al-Khallaal.
11 Refer to Sharh Usoolul-I’tiqaad (2/357-384) of al-Laalikaa‘ee and ash-Sharee’ah (1/526-550) of al-Aajurree.
12 Related by Muslim (1/40).
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unrestrictedly negating it, because innovation can represent an element of both truth and
falsehood.”13

And adh-Dhahabee (d.748H) – rahimahullaah – said, “Stated Ahmad Ibn Kaamil al-Qaadee:
Ya’qoob Ibn Shaybah was from amongst the elder companions of Ahmad Ibnul-Mu’dhal
and al-Haarith Ibn Miskeen. He was a distinguished faqeeh, and he stopped (yaqif)
concerning the Qur‘aan.”14

Stated adh-Dhahabee – rahimahullaah, “I say: He took the waqf from his teacher, the
aforementioned Ahmad. Indeed, ’Alee Ibnul-Ja’d, Mus’ab az-Zubayee, Ishaaq Ibn Abee
Israa‘eel and a group propounded waqf as well. And the like of a thousand Imaams
opposed them. Rather, all of the Imaams of the Salaf and the khalaf were upon negation of
the creation of the Qur‘aan and takfeer of the Jahmiyyah. We ask Allaah for security in the
Religion.

Stated Aboo Bakr al-Marroodhee: Ya’qoob Ibn Shaybah manifested al-waqf in that area of
Baghdaad. So Aboo ’Abdullaah warned against him. Indeed, the affair was entrusted to
’Abdur-Rahmaan Ibn Yahyaa Ibn Khaaqaan to ask Ahmad Ibn Hanbal about the one who
follows the affair. Stated ’Abdur-Rahmaan: So I asked him about Ya’qoob Ibn Shaybah, so
he said: An innovator, a person of desires. Stated al-Khateeb: He described him with that
due to the waqf.”15

And Daawood al-Asbahaanee adh-Dhaahiree arrived at Baghdaad. And there was a good
relationship between him and Saalih, the son of Imaam Ahmad. So he spoke with Saalih
and requested from him through subtle means to seek permission from his father (for
Daawood to be able to visit him). So Saalih came to his father and said to him, “A man
has asked me to come to you.” He said, “What is his name?” He said, “Daawood.” He
said, “From where?” He said, “He is from the people of Asbahaan.” He said, “What is his
area of expertise?” So Saalih kept evading the opportunity to fully introduce him to his
father. So Aboo ’Abdullaah kept scrutinizing his situation until he had obtained enough
information. So he said, “Indeed, Muhammad Ibn Yahyaa an-Naysaabooree has written to
me about the affair of this one. Indeed, he claims that the Qur‘aan in newly invented, so
do not let him near me.” He said, “O my father, he denies this and objects to it.” So
Aboo ’Abdullaah said, “Muhammad Ibn Yahyaa is more truthful than him. Do not permit
him to come to me.”16

The Third Category: Whosoever is from amongst Ahlus-Sunnah, and he is well known for
actively pursuing the truth, yet he falls into a hidden innovation, then if this one has
already died, then it is not permissible to perform tabdee’ upon him. Rather, he must be

13 Refer to Dar‘ut-Ta’aarudil-’Aql wan-Naql (1/255) of Ibn Taymiyyah.
14 Translator’s Note: Meaning, he would say, ‘The Qur‘aan is the speech of Allaah,’ and then stop. So he
would not say that it is not created. Refer to as-Sunnah (no. 215-217) of ’Abdullaah Ibn Ahmad.
15 Refer to Siyar A’laamun-Nubalaa‘ (12/478) of adh-Dhahabee.
16 Refer to Taareekh Baghdaad (8/374) of al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadee.
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remembered with goodness. And if he is still living, then he is to be advised, the truth
must be clarified to him and one must not rush to perform tabdee’ upon him. So if he
persists upon that afterward, then he is to be declared an innovator.

Stated Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah (d.728H) – rahimahullaah, “And many of the
mujtahideen of the Salaf and the khalaf used to say and do that which was innovation, but
they did not know that it was an innovation. This was either due to weak ahaadeeth, which
they thought to be saheeh , or it was due to aayaat from which they understood that which
was not mentioned in them. It could also be due to an opinion that one of them would
hold in an issue where the texts for it had not reached him. So as long as a man fears his
Lord as much as he is able, then he enters in His statement,

“Our Lord, do not take us to account for that which we have forgotten or done by
mistake.” [Sooratul-Baqarah 2:286]

And there occurs in a hadeeth that Allaah said, “I have responded.”17 And I have elaborated
further upon this in another place.”18

So whatever the case may be, it is not permissible to unrestrictedly stipulate establishing the
proof upon the people of innovation as a general condition, nor is it permissible to
unrestrictedly negate that. So the affair is as I have mentioned.

So my advice to the students of knowledge is that they hold onto the Book and the Sunnah,
and that they adopt the manhaj of the Salaf in all aspects from the aspects of their Religion;
especially in the issues of takfeer, tafseeq (declaring someone a disobedient sinner) and
tabdee’, until there no longer remains an abundance of argumentation and dispute in these
issues.

And I advise the Salafee youth especially that they must remain far away from those things
that cause people to harbour grudges, disagree and divide. These are the affairs that are
detested by Allaah and He has warned against them, and the Noble Messenger (sallallaahu
’alayhi wa sallam) has warned against them, as well as the Noble Companions (radiyallaahu
’anhum) and the Salafus-Saalih. And the Salafee youth must strive hard in spreading the
causes of love and brotherhood with regards to whatever is between them with the affairs
that Allaah loves and is pleased with and that which His Messenger (sallallaahu ’alayhi wa
sallam) loved as well. And may the choicest blessings of Allaah be upon our Prophet, his
Family and his Companions.

Written by,
Rabee’ Ibn Haadee ’Umayr al-Madkhalee

On the 24th of Ramadaan, 1424H

17 Related by Muslim (no. 180) and at-Tirmidhee (no. 2918).
18 Refer to Ma’aarijul-Wusool (p. 43).


