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The Six Principles – Study Guide: The First Principle

The First Principle: Sincerity in Religion to Allaah

Sincerity to Allaah:
“So worship Allaah,
making the Religion
sincerely for him.
Unquestionably, the
pure Religion is for
Allaah.” az-Zumar, 39:3

Shirk – Opposite of
Sincerity:
“Indeed, Allaah does
not forgive that
others be associated
with Him, but He
forgives whatever is
below that for
whomsoever He
wills.” an-Nisaa‘, 4:48

Qur‘aan explains
Tawheed in a clear
manner

Shaytaan causes
majority of Ummah to
think sincerity is in
belittling the righteous

Shaytaan
leads them
to Shirk by
way of love
for the
righteous

The Historical Perspective:
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The Six Principles – Study Guide: The Second Principle

The Second Principle: Unity in the
Religion

“And hold firmly to the rope of
Allaah all together and do not
become divided. And remember the
favour of Allaah upon you, when
you were enemies and He brought
your hearts together and you
became, by His favour, brothers.
And you were on the edge of a pit of
Fire, and He saved you from it.” Aali-
’Imraan, 3:103
“Indeed, this is My Straight Path, so
follow it. And do not follow the
other paths, as they will separate
you from His path.” al-An’aam, 6:153

Allaah has Commanded
Unity in the Religion:

“Indeed, those who have
divided their Religion and
become sects, you have
nothing to do with them at all.”
al-An’aam, 6:159
“And do not be like those who
became divided and differed
after the clear proofs had come
to them.” Aali-’Imraan, 3:105

Allaah has Prohibited
Division in the Religion:

Unity and Division – A Case in Point: From Jaabir Ibn ’Abdullaah who said, “We
were sitting with the Prophet (sallallaahu ’alayhi wa sallam). So he drew a line like this
in front of him. So he said, “This is the path of Allaah.” And he drew two lines to its
right and two lines to its left and said, “These are the paths of Shaytaan.” Then he
placed his hand upon the middle line, then he recited this aayah, “Indeed, this is My
Straight Path, so follow it. And do not follow the other paths, as they will
separate you from His path.” [Sooratul-An’aam 6:153].” Saheeh: Refer to Saheeh
Sunan Ibn Maajah (no. 11) of al-Albaanee.

The Historical Perspective:

Unity and division are
explained clearly in the
Qur‘aan and the Sunnah

Division occurs and is considered
knowledge and fiqh, he who speaks
of unity is considered heretical
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The Six Principles – Study Guide: The Third Principle

The Third Principle: Listen
and obey those in authority

Allaah commands
obedience to those in
authority: “O you who
believe! Obey Allaah
and obey the
Messenger and those in
authority over you.” an-
Nisaa‘, 4:59

Important Restriction:
“Obedience is only in
goodness.” al-Bukhaaree
(6/2612, 2549), Muslim
(3/1469)

Unity cannot be
complete…

…except by
obedience to
those in
authority

Advising the Rulers:
“Call to the way of your Lord
with wisdom and a good
admonition. And debate with
them with that which is better.”
an-Nahl, 16:125

Supplication for the
Ruler: Imaam Ahmad
(d.241H) said, “If I knew
that I had a supplication
that would be answered, I
would make it for the ruler.”
Refer to Sharhus-Sunnah
(p. 114).

The Historical Perspective:

Allaah explained
this principle in
numerous ways

Principle becomes
unknown amongst many
who claim knowledge
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The Six Principles – Study Guide: The Fourth Principle

The Fourth Principle: An explanation
of knowledge and the Scholars

Excellence of Knowledge and
the Scholars

From the Qur‘aan:

- “O Children of Israa‘eel! Remember
My favour, which I bestowed upon
you, and fulfill My covenant and I
will fulfill yours.” al-Baqarah, 2:40

- “O Children of Israa‘eel!
Remember My favour, which I
bestowed upon you and how I
favoured you over all the worlds.” al-
Baqarah, 2:47

From the Sunnah:

- “Whosoever Allaah desires good for, He
gives him understanding of the Religion.”
Related by al-Bukhaaree (no. 71) and
Muslim (no. 1037).
- “So by Allaah, that Allaah guides one
man through you is better for you than
red camels.” al-Bukhaaree (no. 1077) and
Muslim (no. 1872)
- “Indeed, Allaah, the Angels, the people
of the heavens and the people of the
earth, even the ants in their holes and the
fish in the sea pray for the one who
teaches people goodness.” Saheeh:
Refer to Saheehul-Jaami’ (1/376) of al-
Albaanee.
- “Whosoever directs towards goodness
will have a reward like that of the doer.”
Muslim (no. 1560)

The Historical Perspective:

Allaah explained knowledge
and the Scholars in the
Qur‘aan, and it was further
clarified in the Sunnah

Knowledge and fiqh becomes
considered misguidance, one who
speaks of knowledge becomes
considered heretical
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The Six Principles – Study Guide: The Fifth Principle

The Fifth Principle: The difference
between the close friends of Allaah and
His enemies

From the Qur‘aan:
“O you who believe! Whosoever
amongst you turns his back upon
his Religion, then Allaah will soon
bring another people whom He
loves and they will love Him.” al-
Maa‘idah 5:54
“Indeed, the close friends of
Allaah do not fear, nor do they
grieve, those who believed and
used to have taqwaa.” Yoonus,
10:62

The Test:
“Say: If you truly love
Allaah, then follow me,
Allaah will then love
you.” Aali-’Imraan, 3:31

- this aayah is the test
for true love for
Allaah

- referred to as the
aayah of the test,
Tafseer Ibn Jareer
(3/231), Fathul-
Qadeer (1/333)

Attributes of Taqwaa:
[1]: belief in the foundations, branches, rights
and requirements of the Religion

[2]: obeying the commands and the
prohibitions

Definition of ’Ibaadah:
“A general noun referring to
everything that Allaah loves and
is pleased with, from statements
and actions, whether they are
done in public or in private.”
Refer to al-’Uboodiyyah (p. 23)
and al-Fataawaa (10/149) of Ibn
Taymiyyah.

The Historical Perspective:

Allaah clearly
distinguished between
His friends and His
enemies in the Qur‘aan

People later deemed it necessary
for the Awliyaa‘ to abandon the
teachings of the Messengers,
Jihaad and taqwaa.
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The Six Principles – Study Guide: The Sixth Principle

The Sixth Principle: Refutation of the doubt
that the Qur‘aan and Sunnah cannot be
understood, except by an absolute Mujtahid

Opposing Argument: The
Qur‘aan and Sunnah cannot be
understood, except by an absolute
Mujtahid, and a Mujtahid is such
and such

Response:
- “So remind whosoever fears
My threat with the Qur‘aan.”
Qaaf, 50:45

- “And that those of
understanding would be
reminded.” Saad, 38:29

- “Indeed, We have made the
Qur‘aan easy for
remembrance, so are there any
who will remember?” al-Qamar,
54:17

“Indeed, the word has come into
effect upon most of them, so they
do not believe. Indeed, We have
placed shackles upon their necks,
and they are to their necks, so they
are with their heads aloft. And We
have placed before them a barrier
and behind them a barrier and
covered them, so they do not see.
And it is all the same for them
whether you warn them or do not
warn them – they will not believe.
You can only warns one who follows
the message and fears the Most
Merciful unseen. So give him glad
tidings of forgiveness and noble
reward.” Yaa Seen, 36:7-11

Conditions for the Acceptance of
Actions:

[1]: Correctness of belief;
[2]: Sincerity;
[3]: Conformity to the Sunnah
Refer to Tafseer Ibn Katheer (2/52)
and al-Adwaa‘ul-Bayaan (4/9) of ash-
Shanqeetee.

End of Six Principles Study Guide


